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Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated August 10, 2004, please amend the above- 



identified application as follows on the accompanying pages. 
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AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.111 
U.S. Patent Appln. No.: 10/001,982 



Accordingly, the contention that present claims 1-7 are unpatentable over Hirata et al or 
Knebel et al in view of Hirata et al is untenable, and is respectfully traversed. 

In view of the above, reconsideration and allowance of claims 1-8 of this application are 
now believed to be in order, and such actions are hereby solicited. 

If any points remain in issue which the Examiner feels may be best resolved through a 
personal or telephone interview, the Examiner is kindly requested to contact the undersigned 
attorney at the local Washington, D.C telephone number listed below. 

The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. 



Respectfully submitted, 



SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 
Telephone: (202)293-7060 
Facsimile: (202)293-7860 
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23373 
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Date: November 10, 2004 
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